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IANIMADVERSIONS 
ON 
| A late idle PAMPHLET, 


ENTITSASM 


A Short Diſſertation on the GOUT, &c. 


„HE Deſign of theſe Sheets is to 
S791 cxpolſc the 2yackery and Folly 
contained in an Llliterate Libel, 


appear in Print under the ſpe- 
cious Title of A Short Difſerta- 
tion on the Gout; the Author of which calls 
himſelf 7. Douglas, Surgeon, and F. R. C. 
Who he is I know not: But that he is both 
very Llliterate in general, and very Ignorant 
in particular of * Subject he pretends 

2 to 


which has lately ventured to 
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to write on, I hope to convince every Reader 
but himſelf in a few Pages, wrote at ſuch ſe. 
veral times as could be ſpared from a daily | 
| Attendance on a large Practice; in the courſe | 
of which I hope I ſhall be thou ght to have | 
given this Medicaſter but due Corvette: for 
the intolerable Inſolence with which he has 
treated a Body of Men, who have in all 
times, and more particularly ſince the Re- 
ſtoration of Learning (to which they greatly 
contributed) deſerved too well of the Repub, x 
lick of Leite, not to proyoke the — 

Rage of ſuch Scriblers. | 
| That I may do full Juſtice to this extra- | 
ordinary Performance, I will examine it from | 
the very Motto; for even there we have an 
Abſardity. His Motto conſiſts of theſe two q 
Lines from Horace: 


Sum VERBA & voc Es quibus hunc i- 


nire dolorem 
Poſſis, & magnam morbi deponere partem. 


Now what do Verba and Veoces Gonify, b 
when uſed as medical Applications, but} 
Charms and Spells? which one would con- | 
_ clude from his Motto our Surgeon had a Mind] 
to bring back again into Practice. Would | 
not one imagine, from the Title-page, that our 
Surgeon propoſed to eaſe the Pain of the Gout, 


ana foorie the Tit, by ſome ſuch Means 
as 
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as Cato recommended for reducing Luxa- 
tions?“ 

But the Reader finds himſelf miſtaken 
when he comes to the Diſſertation; for there 
he ſees our Surgeon meant more by Verba & 
Voces than Charms and Spells; even OILS 
and BALS AMS. 

Our Author's Dedication appears next, with 
this general Addreſs: To the Unhappy Perſons 
who are alflicted with the Gout; who are 
immediately after more directly addreſſed by 
the particular Title of HONOURABLE 
and RIGHT HONOURABLE, from 
whence the moſt candid Reader cannot but 
n | infer one of theſe three Things; either that 
n |} our S4rgeon thought none but the Honourable 
of and Right Hononrable ever had the Gout, or 

that this Sovereign Diſtemper always confer'd 

Honour as well as Riches, or (which is moſt 
likely) that our Surgeon deſired to apply him- 
{elf to no Gouty Perſons in this extraordinary 
Dedication, but ſuch as are Honourable and 
Right Honourable. 

And here I will do him the Juſtice to ſay 
(for I can. fay it but once) that he has in this 
Place taken his Model of writing from a Re- 
gular Phyſician, the celebrated Dr Rabelais, 
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* Vid. Caton. de Re Ruſticd p. 160. where the following 
Faben is recommended as a neceſſary Part of the Cure of a 
Luxation. Motas, vœta, daries, dardaries, aſtataries, difſu- 
napiter, &c. 
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who addreſſes his Hiſtory of Garagantua and 
Pantagruel to his Honourable and Right Ha- 
nourable Patrons in the ſame Tone with our 
Sungeou, but in Phraſe a little more explicit: 
« Beuveurs tres illuſtres, & vous veroles tres | 
Precieux (car a vous © non d autres ſont de- 
ares mes eſcripts,) Kc. 

Theſe Unhappy Honourable and Right Ho- 
nourable Perſons are next accoſted in theſe 
Words. © The Gout having ſo long bafﬀed i 
the medicinal Art, that the Practitioners 
e ſeem now to have given over all Hopes of 
“ever finding out a ſafe and effectual Me- 
ce thod of treating it, and therefore very 
&« gravely adviſe you to fit down contentedly 
« and bear the cruel Torture: Nevertheleſs I 1 
have for ſome Years paſt ſtudied the Na- 
« ture and Cure of this Diſtemper, and there- 
« by find, Sc. The Gout having baffled, — 
nevertheleſs our Surgeon has ſtudied and found. 
Now whether this be good Engliſh or no, I 
will leave ſo/ely to the Judgment of the Ho- 
nourable and Right Honourable that are af- 
flicted with the Gout. But perhaps They e 
will fay, It is nothing to us whether this 
Surgeon underſtands Eugliſb or no, if he has 
but enough of it to convince us that he can 
ſafely eaſe the Pain of the Gout, and it is |; 
to our Judgment ſo/e/y he appeals. In this |? 
Reſolution, Gentlemen, our Surgeon is much | 
more cunning than reaſonable. He knows 


that when you are under the cruet Torture 
| of | 
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of your Fits, your Impatience will often 
T incline you to liſten to any thing that pro- 
Relief ; and he may perhaps know 
likewiſe, that when you are free from your 
Fits, there are but few of you who are ſuffi- 
ciently qualified to judge of the Safety of any 
TX medicinal Application. But to convince you 
that I am as ſolicitous about your Safety, as 
our Surgeon is about his Gains, T ſhall not 
I heſitate to appeal to your Judgment for a De- 
ciſion of the preſent Queſtion ; which is, whe- 
ther our Surgeon ought to ſucceed in the 
principal Deſign of his Eſſay, the Curing that 
Diſeaſe, as he calls it, which, he ſays, 15 firſt 
to be cured before any conſiderable Progreſs can 
Abe made againſt the Gout. The Diſeaſe he 
means is THE UNIVERSAL FEAR 
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YoOF DOING ANY THING TO 
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4 RELIEVE THE CRUEL PAINS, 
4 The Fear of applying 24yack Medicines. is 
indeed UNIVERSAL. And what hath 


1 made it ſo but the Ignorance and Preſumption 
of Quacłs themſelves? And yet if our Sur- 
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Blame will fall on the Great Sydenham himſelf: 
For our Surgeon has the Confidence to repre- 
ſent him as a great Encourager of 2yackery, 
Fan favouring the Pretenſions of the Cugucu- 
Farm, For to what Purpoſe elſe is he 
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* Sec his ſecond Motto. 
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quoted, 


leeon be to be credited,“ ſome Share of this 
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he talked of would be a Topical Medicine of any Kind. Thi 0 
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quoted, as ſaying that a Cure for the -Gout | 
would probably be ſome time or other 
found out? Does that imply that this Cure is 


9 
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to be found amongſt "Topical Medicines ? 


Much lets does it imply that the Fit might 4 
be ſafely ſhorten'd by any ſuch Medicines till 
the Cure was found.* | 
Vet he certainly intended that Sydenham's 
Judgment ſhould have great Weight on this 


5 
A 


Subject. Which looks as if he had read no 


more of the Dr's Treatiſe, than his Quota- 


tion from it; who ſtrenuoully declares, through- 
out the whole, againſt the Practice our Syrgeon Ml | 
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would recommend? For fo determined was he, ; 
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* It is certain that Dr Sydenham did not believe the Specifick 4 t 


4 


is plain not only from his Condemnation of all Topical Ap- 2 
plications, but from his very Theory of this Diſtemper, ac- 5 t. 
cording to which it was impoſſible this Specific cou'd be an; 
other than an internal Medicine. His Theory ſuppoſes the an W 
tecedent Cauſe of the Gout to be an Iudigeſtion of the Humour, 
occaſioned by a Defect of natural Heat: And the immediate 
Cauſe to be no other than a præternatural Heat of the ſam 
Humours, ariſing from a Sharpneſs * acquire by laying t 
long in the Body. Now our Surgeon himſelf will ſcarce have? 
the Confidence to ſay that either of theſe Cauſes, exifting ſi. 
parately, can be corected by any partial outward Application 
whatſoever; much leſs that two ſuch contrary Cauſes, exiſtig 
together, can ever be taken away by any ſuch Medicine, if i 
could be calculated for two contrary Intentions at once. A 
leaſt Dr Sydenham could never think ſo; which is enough t 

the preſent Argument. And I cannot help obſerving, now 1 4 

falls in my Way, that it was probably the Contrariety of these , | 
two Intentions in the Cure of the Gout, ariſing from thel 5 
contrary Cauſes of it, which perſuaded Dr Sydenham it cou'd 4 
never be effected by any thing but a Specifick : And admitting 


his Premiſes, his Concluſion is a very reaſonable one. | 


both 
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both from his own Experience and that of 


t others, againſt Oils and Balſams, that when- 
ever his Patient or himſelf was under the 
3 cruel Torture of the Gout, that is, whenever 
the Pain was exceſſive, he rather choſe to re- 
eve it by an internal Medicine, which he | 
l found both ſafe and effeQual.* f 
N But perhaps our Surgeon will ſay he pays 
no more Regard to Dr Sydenham's Opinions, | 


J or any Drs elſe, than as they agree with his 
Jon. Such an Aſſertion does indeed become 
him: But if this be his Way of thinking, 
A why does he appeal to any Authority at all? f 
And, which is ſtill more inconſiſtent, why — 
does he lay hold on the Authority of a Phy- | 
ſician who is as oppoſite to him in the main i 
8 Point of his Treatiſe, as he is in the whole 
i of his medical Capacity? And now let the 
pM Honourable and Right Honourable judge whe- 
N ther Surgeon DowZu or Dr Sydenham 1s moſt 
n. worthy of being their Adviſer ? The former 
"from a few Experiments, which, as he well 
ale v9, Lf 

n expreſſes it, he has been ſuffered to make, con- 
u cludes, that it is not only ſafe, but expedient 1 
to uſe Topical Medicines in Fits of the Gout: ö 
bh ; | N 
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ay * 5; jo; i K enkel 
toll i igitur dolor admodum ſeviat, æger rectiùs ſibi conſulet | 
0/7 in lecto continendo donec is aliguantiſper remiſerit, quam Ano + 1 


7 | Inis ; ({c, externis) utatur ; attamen haud abs re fuerit Laudani ki 
ele Pauxillum weſpere ſumere, ſi dolor patientiam multum vincat 3 a 
all aliter melins onittetur. f 
ing Syden, opera Lug. Bat. ed. 1726. p. 476. 5 
Ji ; 


0 J 
The latter, bleſſed by Nature with a happy | 1 
Sagacity above moſt Men, not only of his q 
own but every other Age, from a long 
and attentive Enquiry into the Hiſtory and 
__ of Diſeaſes in general, and of this 
Diſtemper in particular, (under which il 
he had the Misfortune to labour above 30 I 
Years, during which time he had often ſeen, | 
and tried upon himſelf various Topical A. 1 
cations, all which he aſſures us proved cool. 
ing and repelling) did at laſt peremptorily 
pronounce againſt the Safety of any he had i. 
ever tried *®, Now I ſay, let the Honourable 4 
and Right Honourable judge, even before we 1 
go any further, which of theſe two different = 
Guides they will chuſe to follow. © 
But now we come to the Work itſelf. The 1 
Author begins thus: The Gout is an Inflan! FT 
mation, that differs from other Inflammations| 9 
in little more than ſecundum majus & mi- 
nus. In which Dogmatical Sentence he has 
provided a very good Subterfuge for himſelf: 
For if I ſhonld prove to him that this Inflam- 
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* Remedia externa ſi quis querat ad leniendum dolorem ac. 
commoda, nulla mihi hactenus cognita ſunt (licet plurima tum in 
meipſo, tum in aliis expertus fuerim) præter mere Refiigerantis 
& Repellentia; quorum uſum jam docui periculo haud vacare. i 
Et fidenter affero, multd & /ongd obſervatione ſuffultus, maximan 
partem eorum qui Podagra periiſſe putantur, non tam ipſo morbo 
quam fubleſta atque indebita medicatione fuiſſe peremptos, 
1 Tract. de podagra. p. 475, 476, Edit. Lug. Both 
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mation of the Cout differs in ſome very ma- 
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kerial Reſpects from other Inflammations, then 
is lattle more is to help him off. But ſup- 
Poſe 1 ſhould for once allow that this In- 
| {Wammation differs from others in nothing but 
5 ecundum majus S minus, will his Contequence 
llow, that it belongs ſo/e/y to the Surgeons 
. Province? Do 4 Inflammations belong ſolely 
JJ their Province? Nay, do all external In- 

Hammations? It is true indeed, that it is the 
1 Intereſt of this Writer to make as many Di- 
lo Feaſes as he can belong to the Surgeons; but 


is as much to be hoped, for the Sake of the 
$r:/ent Race of Men, that our &rgcon will 
pot ſucceed in taking the Gouty out of the 
ands of the Phyſicians, as it is to be la- 


is | ented, on Account of their Poſterity, that 
„is Brethren have engroſſed the Zocky. This 
ni. {deed would be Sport to our Surgeon : But 
na That would it be to his Patients? He himſelf 
I. Pill inform us before he has done. 

YN Is it any Wonder then, ſays our Author, 


Ince the Gout does not belong to their Pro- 
Fince, that the Phyſicians have been attempt- 
the Cure of the Gout in vam for above 


A- 


ooo Tears Yes, juſt as great a Wonder as 
m in N 5 
r 1t had confeſſedly belonged to their Pro- 
— ince; they having all this Time buſied them- 
"bo F1ves as much about it, and neglected no To- 
prof ical Remedies they could think of. But 
at. 


ave not Surgeons all this time been as buſy 
 Phy/tcans in ſeeking for a Cure ? my 
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found. How then will this ſecond Reaſon 


by Phyſicians, be a ſufficient Reaſon for tak?! 


1 | 


he thinks this joint Labour no addition to the 
Wonder: And truly neither do I. But our 
Surgeon is ſuſpicious that his firſt Reaſon is not 


enough to account for the Faculty's not ſuc- 


ceeding in their Attempts of a Cure, and 
therefore he offers a ſecond, which is that 
they did not go rightly about it; a Fact, 
which, tho' I ſhould allow it to be generally 
true, would yet be no truer in this than in 
many other Diſtempers, whoſe Cure has been 


70 


* 


account for our miſſing the Cure of the Gout? 
Eſpecially if ſome of the greateſt Men of 
our Faculty have undeniably gone rightly 
about it, as we ſhall ſhew preſently. | 

The Author next pretends to ſnew the In. 
ſtability, Iuvalidity, and perpetual Diſagree-i* 


( 
ment of the Theories invented by Phyſicians 1% 
Þ 

1 

f 


| 


explain the Eſſence of the Gout. But to what 
Purpoſe is all this, except it be to ſupport his 
favourite Poſition, © That Phyſicians ought| 
to have nothing to do with it?“ But thi 
I am afraid will prove too much: For it i 
very certain, that if the many ridiculous The- 
ories of the Gout, which have been publiſh'as 


ing the Treatment of it out of their Hands 
for the very ſame Reaſon all other Diſtem| 
pers ought to be taken from them too; for 
don't know one that ſome Reaſoner or otheſ 
has not loaded with a ridiculous Theory 


But this is what Mr D. would be at, an 
| Wh 


$ 
3 
3 empting; who be ally ſucceed ſo far „a8 tO 
.. Woſe the little Knowledge they once had in 
their own Buſineſs, by their fooliſh Endea- 
Vvours to learn another they are incapable of. 
= Next comes our Surgeon's Account of the 
, Wcontraditory Theories of the Ancients, ſeve- 
Wral of whom he ſpeaks of, but not as if he was 
in acquainted with them; for he will ſcarce al- 
low one honeft Man amongſt them, except 
Aretæus, who, he ſays, honeſtly own'd that 
2 More but the G 
Gout. The Father of Phyſick (who, as a 
great + Genius has lately obſerved with equal 
Truth and Humour, was worth a Dozen 
„Heathen Gods) is not to be regarded, it ſeems, 
„ becauſe he had a falſe Theory of this Diſtem- 
per. But had our Surgeon known any more 
of Hippocrates than his Name, he would have 
0 known that tho' his Theories are generally 
nt! falſe, yet he did not practiſe from Theory, 
but theorized from Practice. And fo did 
our Emghſh Hippocrates allo, whole Theory 
has been ſometimes thought as abſurd as that 
of other Folks, tho' his Practice was always 
1-1 ſuperior to Cenſure. And what is there in 
1,14 the Reaſon of the Thing to make this Fact im- 


probable? Surely nothing. For when once 
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+ Vid, The Divine Legation of Moſes damonſtrated. Vol. II. 
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Diſtemper. I will venture to tell him he had 


the Words z7pexex and eaxyzy are plainly op- 
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from the evident Cauſes our Surgeon talks of. 


| 

"7. | 

the curative Inaications are drawn, as they 
always ought to be, from the ſenſible Quali- 
ties of the Diſtemper, and are confirmed by 
ſufficient Succeſs, it is nothing to the Art f 
Healing how Men account for the modus ope- i 
randi, by which the Succeſs is effected. 1 
But our Surgeon muſt know as little of 
Areteus as he does of Hippocrates, if he ima- MW 
gines that the former had no Theory of this 


one, and as ridiculous a one, in my Opinion, 
as any other among the Ancients; and this , 
our Surgeon might have known, if his Learn- 
ing would have carried him through the very 
Paragraph in the Latin Tranſlation, from |, 
which he preſumes to quote this Greek Writer. 
Our Surgeom is willing to make one believe he . 
vent through the Sentence he quotes; for tho' 
he does not give us the whole Latin, yet in 
Eugliſh he tells us, Aretæus adds, the eviaent 
Cauſes only are apparent to Men. But let us 
hear what Aretzus lays himſelf. His Words 
are theſe, Airinv o atperex ,. 10201 pevor Ocor, 
cole˖,pñ dt Aub pro. Now in this Sentence 


poſed to each other, and conſequently muſt 
have an oppoſite Senſe. If therefore aTperec | 
ſignifies certain, or ſuch as cannot but be true, 
£olxyay mult ſignify uncertain, or ſuch as may |, 
not be true; i. e. conjectural, or no more than || 

probable ; which I take to be very different Þ 


'The 
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f he true Senſe then of this Paſſage, to any 
| dne who is acquainted with the Greek Lan- 
- Wnage, is maniteſtly this: © The Gods alone 
know the true certain Cauſe of this Di- 
ſtemper, and yet Men can make a probable 
Conjecture at it.” From which very Sen- 
ence alone it appears that Aretæus had a 
r heory of it, as well as the reſt of the An- 
- Wicnts ; and how ſpecious, how probable a one 


set us now ſee. 

I * I a Word, immediately adds the Greek 
„ Phyſician, the probable Cauſe of the Gout is 
S his: That which is very thick has little or no 


Penſation, either when it is touched or wounded, 
Wherefore in either of theſe Circumſtances it 
Jan feet little or no Fain; for Pain conſiſts in 
& /oarp Senſation. But that which is very thick 
¶annot have a ſharp Senſation, and conſequently 
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cannot feel nuch Pain. But that which is thin 
is endued with great Senſibility, and is irritated 
by being wounded. But becauſe thick Things 

ſubſeſt by an wminate | Heat, they may have f : 
23 ſome Senſation by Means of the 2 Heat. 
=. Now if the efficient Cauſe ſbould happen to be 
= a ſubſtantial one, as a Sword, for Inſtance, 
5 or a Stone, the ſubſtantial Part of the Bod) 
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does not feel Pain, becauſe it is naturally thick 

ö But if an ill Diſpoſition = happen to this 
| inuate Heat, in this Caſe its Senſation is, 
| changed (perverted.) But when this innate 
| Heat in People feels Pain from itſelf, ſuch: 

| Pain is excited from within by an Impulſe; 

ö upon its Senſation (upon the Part that is en- 

1 dued with Senſation :) But an Increaſe of 4 


Nature, or an Abundance (or, to ſpeak tech- 
nically, a Plethora) naturally produces Pain. 

This is a literal Tranſlation of that Part 
of Areteus's Chapter on the Gout, which in- 
= forms us what he thought the probable Cauſe 
= | (arr £orcye) of the Pains of it; the Drift o 
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li all which I am at a loſs to know, unleſs it be 

0 this, © That none but the fineſt Parts of the. 
0 % Body are capable of acute Pain, which, as 
0 oſt as it happens from an internul Cauſe, can,. 
i proceed from nothing but an inward Impulſ: 

| « on the ſenſible Parts, the firſt Cauſe off 
| “ which Impulſe is a Plzthora, Now whetheiſ, 
h this probable Cauſe will help one to conceive N 


any better Idea of the eſſential Difference be. It 
tween this Pain and that of any other Diſtem Ih. 
Pe * 
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Ny our Surgeon, notwithſtanding his great Re- 
$rcrencefor the Name of Aretæus, will not think 
Wis Theory (now he knows Aretæus had one);{o 
Wood as that of Cælius Aurelianus, who (as our 
4 Surgeon tells us) will haye the Diſeaſe to be a 
Piricture or Rigidity of the Parts: + Which he 
Wimprudently finds Fault with; for that Theory 


this more hereafter ; at preſent let us follow 
Pour §ufgeon through his other Theoriſts. 
He tells us, in a Figure ill adapted to any 


ie 
Voctors, that the Arabians danced to the ſame 


Mm Tune, that is, had their Theories. Now this 
Mance I take to be as natural as Walking: 


| il And what Phyſician, Ancient or Modern, had 
H. Inot his Theory, that is, did not conjecture 
„ [concerning the Cauſe of an Efect he was 10 
art much concerned to remedy ? He goes on. 
n. Ihe Secret, ſays he, they have been ſearch- 
ie ing alter, lies, and ever will lie without the 
Reach of Human Underſtanding;” meaning, 


ky I ſuppoſe, the E/ince, or Materia Morts. 
hell * It is a Secret, adds he, only known to the 


u Gods.” Why the Gods Love me love my 
an. He is ſo fond of Aretæus, that he loves 


ue . 
olf 5 | | 
I Our Surgeon reckons this Opinion of Cælius Aurelianus 
helf among the Theoretical Whims that were peculiar to each of the 
ive | ment Ancients ; from whence it appears he knows nothing 
be pf the Character of this Theori/?, who was of a Sect which de- 
c. ermined his Theory for him. This Se& conſined all its THeory 
m two Principles, the Stiidam & Laxum, to one of which 
e accribed the Cauſe of every Diitemper. It is no wonder 
; ken that this Syſtematics Writer, who is generally thought 
o be no other than a Copier from Sora pus, thould follow him 

and the other eminent Methedifts, in the diſtinguiſhing Prin- 

ples of their Sect, 
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per, J leave to Theoriſts to determine. I dare 


ill beſt vindicate his 67% Practice. But of 


Part of fo grave a Profeſſion but the Ratcliſf 


Wis very Gods. But hear him out; “ A Se- 
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« cret, which if known would be of no vl 
. in the Cure, far from it.“ Not ſo far N 
5 his Obſer vation is from Modeſty and Senſe. A 2 
a Secret he owns it is, and yet judges poſauivey L 7 
of its Nature. But what! Is it certain that Y 
if we could ſee the very firſt Principles of this 
Diſorder, when they firſt begin to exiſt in the 
Body, and trace them in their ſeveral Progreſſes 
i' towards producing the Effect we call a Fit off 
| + the Gout, is it certain I fay in this Caſe, that 
| we ſhould not be able to judge what Mearsli 
| were likely to prevent this Effect with Safe. 
ty? Nay, is it not probable, if we k neu 
| what was the very firſt Alteration a healri yi 
Body underwent in the firſt Formation of 
= | Gouty Principles, that we ſhould be able rol 
=. reſtore its natural Habit, and check the #7 ill 
Effort towards forming a Gouity Principle? 
| I believe indeed we ſhall never know it; hut 
= does it therefore follow that it would be 7 (cles 4 
= if known? So far from that, the contrary 
ö would ſeem to follow from it: It being proba- 
j ble that the Great Creator of all Things denied t 
A Mankind ſuch a thorough Knowledge of their 
own Diſorders, principally for this Reaſon, 
that ſuch Knowledge would have preſerved 
= their Lives long beyond that Period, which} 
=. he in his infinite Wiſdom has thought ft to 
ny preſcribe them. But our & ſeems to bear ar 
Spite to every Thing that has the Name or 
Appearance of Learning, and ſo falls next 
upon the Mathematiciuus. The Vanity, 
0 ſays he, of being thought Learned, the 
« Left of Philoſophizing, the Pride of being 
thought able to dive father into the Secrets 
of Nature than other People, ſo intoxicate 


and blind them, Sc.“ © Nay, their very 
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Wc Calculations, which they are pleaſed to eall 
Mc Demonſtrations, are mere groundleſs H- 
( porbeſes, flatly contradicting each other.” 
his is the Inſolence with which he ſpeaks, 
x {Wand yet at the ſame Time betrays ſuch amaz- 
is ing Ignorance, as would otherwiſe make him 
the Gbject of the meaneſt Calculator's Com- 


es paſſion. For inftance, fays he, P. Alpinus ſays 
oft proceeds from Low-living, and Dr Cheyne 


m High-living : Bellini calls the morbifick 
Matter a Lentor, which obſtructs the Fluid in 
Ve Nerves; Morgagm demes the Nerves to 
he Veſſels capable of circulating any Fluid. 


lere it ſeems he miſtook the Data for the 
of Mathematical Calculations on thoſe Data. 


n theſe they might be both Wrong; but in 
their Calculations, for ought this Man hath 


Iſhewn to the contrary, both Right. They 
ut might be ſtrict Demonſtrations ; but indeed of 
e(swhat Uſe I leave it to themſelves to find out. 
ry Our Surgeon ſpeaks next of the Contradic- 
ba- ions of the Theories of Phyſick. By this 
ed the Reader would ſuppoſe he meant that each 


heory contradicted itſelf: But he only meant 


on, ¶ that one Theory contradicts another. Now how 
edit .o Theories of the ſame Diſtemper ſhould be 
ich lifferent, and not contradict each other, I can- 

to hot eaſily conceive: And it is ſtill harder to 


Imagine, what our & can infer from ſuch like 
Lontradictions, to the Deſtruction of all Theory, 
nleſs he concludes that becauſe all Theories are 
ontradittory, therefore they are all falſe. 

But why ſuch an Enemy to Theories, when 
us Patron Dr himſelf is ſo eminent a Theoriſt ? 
And eſpecially as he has one on this very Diſ- 
emper, that is ſufficient to immortalize the 
nyentor. The common Defect of Theories is 
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« cret, which if known would be of no Uſe if 
* jn the Cure, far from it.” Not fo. far as 
his Obſervation is from Modeſty and Senſe. A 
Secret he owns it is, and yet judges po/atrvely i 
of its Nature. But what! Is it certain that | 
if we could ſee the very firſt Principles of this | 
Diſorder, when they firſt begin to exiſt in the 
Body, and trace them in their ſeveral Progreſſes 
towards producing the Effect we call a Fit of 
the Gout, is it certain J fay in this Caſe, that 
we ſhould not be able to judge what Means 
were likely to prevent this Effect with Safe- 
ty? Nay, is it not probable, if we knew 
what was the very firſt Alteration a healtt y 
Body underwent in the firſt Formation of 
Gouty Principles, that we ſhould he able to 
reſtore its natural Habit, and check the firſt 
Effort towards forming a Gouty Principle? 
I believe indeed we ſhall never know it; but 
does it therefore follow that it would be 1/e/eſs 
if known? So far from that, the contrary 
would ſeem to follow from it: It being proba- Þ zi 
ble that the Great Creator of all Things denied It! 
Mankind ſuch a thorough Knowledge of their II 
own Diſorders, principally for this Reaſon, tl 
that ſuch Knowledge would have preſerved It. 
their Lives long beyond that Period, which I d 

he in his infinite Wiſdom has thought fit to End 

preſcribe them. But our & ſeems to bear a fin 

Spite to every Thing that has the Name or IC 
Appearance of Learning, and ſo falls next Fur 
upon the Mathematicians. © The Vanity, I co 
« fays he, of being thought Learned, the 
* Laſt of Philoſophizing, the Pride of being I hi 
thought able to dive father into the Secrets IA 
* of Nature than other People, ſo intoxicate I te 
* and blind them, &c.” © Nay, their very 
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„ Calculations, which they are pleaſed to eall 
„ Demonſtrations, are mere groundleſs H- 
„ fpotheſes, flatly contradicting each other.” 
This is the Inſolence with which he ſpeaks, 
and yet at the ſame Time betrays ſuch amaz- 
ing Ignorance, as would otherwiſe make him 
the Object of the meaneſt Calculators Com- 
paſſion. For inſtance, ſays he, P. Apinus ſays 
it proceeds from Lou- living, and Dr Cheyne 
from High-living : Bellini calls the morbifick 
Matter a Lentor, which obſtructs the Fluid in 
the Nerves; Morgagni demes the Nerves to 
be Veſſels capable of — any Fluid. 
Here it ſeems he miſtook the Data for the 
Mathematical Calculations on thoſe Data. 
In theſe they might be both Wrong; but in 
their Calculations, for ought this Man hath 
ſhewn to the contrary, both Right. They 
might be ſtrict Demonſtrations ; but indeed of 
what Uſe J leave it to themſelves to find out. 
Our Surgeon ſpeaks next of the Contradic- 
tions of the Theories of Phyſick. By this 
d I the Reader would ſuppoſe he meant that each 
r | Theory contradicted itſelf: But he only meant 
that one Theory contradicts another. Now how 
two Theories of the fame Diſtemper ſhould be 
different, and not contradict each other, I can= 
not eaſily conceive: And it is ſtill harder to 
imagine, what our & can infer from ſuch like 
Contradictions, to the Deſtruction of all Theory, 
unleſs he concludes that becauſe all Theories are 
cantradictory, therefore they are all falſe. 

But why ſuch an Enemy to Theories, when 
his Patron Dr himſelf is ſo eminent a Theoriſt? 
And eſpecially as he has one on this very Diſ- 
temper, that is ſufficient to immortalize the 
Inyentor, The common Defect of Theorzes is 
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that there is no conceivable Relation between ; 


the Cauſe of the Diſtemper and the known 


Effects of the Remedy. But the RR D's x 
ſtands quite clear of this Opprobium. In his 
Pamphlet on the Gout, p. 13, 14, he ſays the 
Cauſe of this Diſtemper is a certain fiery Thoſ- F 
phorus, a fiery Drop like a liquid F hoſphorus, 
and therefore wiſely infers that it ſhould be | 
quenched in OIL. | 
Next we have a pompous Quotation from | 
Dr & (who is uſhered in with all his Titles) 
taken from a Book of his, which, if our & 


Practice did not contraditt his Principles, would 


meet with no Quarter from him; for it contains 
a Theory full as abſurd as any of thoſe he has 
found fault with. But what is this Quotation| 
to prove? A wonderful Poſition truly; hat 


nobody could ever yet cure the Gout ; which, as 


he pretends to be acquainted with the Latin 
Poets, and to be fond of ancient Authority, 
J wonder he did not chuſe to prove from 
Ovid, eſpecially as he might have found it at 
the End of Dr Cheyne's Treatiſe of the Gout; 
and as he has ſome Reaſon to ſuſpect that 
Ovid's Authority would have had as much 
Weight even in ZPhy/ick as Dr S,. 


Tollere nodoſam neſcit Medicina Podagram. 


But our & does at laſt think that the Phy- 
ſicians themſelves had Sagacity enough to find 
out, after many Centuries, that they had Ce- 
gun at the wrong End, and done great Mi 
chief in the Gout : And what does he make 
them do then? Why then © They thougtt 
ce of nothing ſo much as to ſooth over and 
« conceal the bad Succeſs of ſo many Learnec 
« and Great Men, in jo many different Age 


1 


ks £4 
If the Phyſicians were ſuch great Fools as 
our & would have them thought, his Scheme 
of. transferring their Buſineſs to his Brethren 
would be no unreaſonable one : But they ne- 
yer yet were weak enough to think of con- 
cealing a Fact that had ſo many Ages and 
Countries for its Vouchers, as their bad Suc- 
ceſs in curing the Gout has. However,” ſays 
he, © many of them did not care to own they 
&« had begun at the wrong End.” By which 
he would haye us again belieye that this was 
a Reaſon why they did not ſucceed, tho! it 
be very certain that ſome of the beſt of them 
ſucceeded as little as the worſt in this Matter, 
notwithſtanding they did, according to his 
Rule, begin at the right End, that is, theo- 
rized from Prattice. 

And now, after all his Scurrility, he makes 
the Phyſicians give up all Attempts towards 
curing the Gout, and in order to hide 
their Ignorance to talk really very igno- 
at rantly. They are repreſented as ſaying, that 
t z the Gout © is a certain Preſage of long Life, 
at *© and al} Attempts to alleviate the Pain, 2h 
hl © never ſo intolerable, are very dangerous,” 
But let me ask our Learned Surgeon, what 
eminent Writer ever talked ſo extravagantly ? 
J can aſſure him not one of thoſe he has yet 
quoted, Well, ſays he, but you muſt grant 
that many Phyſicians do at this very Time 
maintain that the Gout is © a ſalutary Diſeaſe, 


* becauſe it prevents or cures many other 
6 Diſteme» 


** 
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* Piſtempers which might be ſooner fatal.” 
T am willing to believe that many Phyſicians 
do ſtill ſay this, becauſe the Experience of many 
Centuries proves it to be true. But this our 
& denies ; and now we ſhall ſee how this ir- 
refragable Dr proves his Point; viz. © That 
the Gout is 10 ſalutary Diſeaſe.” Amidſt 
the Heap of Stuff offered for this Purpoſe, all 
that looks like an Argument is this: That 
« thoſe Phyſicians who have ſaid the Gout | 
“either prevents or cures any Diſeaſes, have 
c not told us what thoſe Diſeaſes are, at leaſt 
they have not mentioned one half ſo bad as 
e the Gout itſelf. | na | 
Here they have told us, and they have nt; j 

the Reader may take which Side he pleaſes. t 
I, for my Part, will ſuppoſe they have told us il, 
that the Gout may cure the A/ihma, the WT 
Cholick, the Affectio Hypochondriaca, the e 
Tal(y, the Dropſy, and that it may prevent | 7 
all theſe Diſtempers, as well as ſome others, i; 
which the Argument does not require . me to 
mention: But what does he mean by half ſo 
bad as the Gont 9 Does he mean half ſo dan- 
gerous, or half ſo troubleſome? If the for- 
mer, it is abſo/utely falle; for moſt of the 
aforeſaid Diſtempers are generally more dan- 
gerous than the Gout. If the latter, it is 
only accidentally true, that is, it is ſo or not, 
juſt as Men are more or leſs able to bear Pain 
than Uneaſineſs, or as the Gout is more or leſs 
vuoͤolent in itſelf; and conſequently what our S 
| aſſerts 


and a comparative one. Becauſe the Gont is 


| L 23. | ] 


aſſerts is far from being ſo true as de maine 
tains it is. Men Jiffer jo much in this re- 
ſpect, that it is notorious ſome Men would be 
I talerably eaſy with a ſmart Gout, that would 
be extremely miſerable with the & 
Aima So that when our & 
J tively the painful Preheminence of the Gout, 


Spleen or the 
erts 10 poſi- 


Iwould have him remember that he ought to 
ſpeak for no Body but himſelf; the ſureſt 
Way he has to — Contradiction. 
But our 9's: reigning Blunder is, that he 

cannot diftioguith between a real Comfort 


not a good Thing when compared to Health, 
it is no good Thing, it ſeems, when compared 
to conſtant Uneaſineſs, either her of Mind or Body, 
which oſten happens in ſome of the aforeſaid. 
Diſtempers. When our & has Judgment 
enough to diftmguiſh where there is a real 
Difference, he may then perhaps be allowed 
to have Mit enough to ſee a Likeneſs. But 
till then I would adviſe him to confine him- 
ſelf to brulem Bones, and not pretend to draw: 
Parallels, ſuch as between breaking Legs to 

make them ſtronger, and endeayouring to 

give a Man the Gout to make him caſter. 
For till he can find the Difference I have 
inted out to him, let him think as he will 
of the Jenorance of the Learned, (with the 
entleman whom he calls, I know not whe»: | 


ther archly or jenorantly the R. Reverend: 
Rector) 


[24] ? 

Rector) he will be able to do nothing but 
give Proofs of the Ignorance of the Unlearned. i 
Now we come to the very Pith of this q | 
knotty Performance, the grand Point which 
our Surgeon is to eſtabliſh, to the Diſgrace of | 
the Phyſicians of all Ages. It is, that the | 4 
Pain of the Gout may *be ſafely relieved, | 7 
and the Fit ſharten'd. Hens his Propoſition ; 
is too laxly ſtated again. Does he mean that 1 
any Degree of Pain in the Gout may be | 
ſafely relieved ? If he does, he is abſolutely | 
wrong again; for nothing is more common 
in Gouty Habits than Danger ariſing from a 
Defect of Pain. And if he means that an 
Exceſs may be fafely relieved, who is he ] 
contending againſt ? Not againſt any of the 
Authors he has attempted to ridicule : For | 
they all allow that in very violent Paroxyſms, 
it is not only ſafe but expedient to moderate : 
the Pain, and have always preſcribed Medi- | 
cines for that Purpoſe. ; 
But our 8, with great Confidence, main- | 
tains that all Phyſicians are againſt any 
Applications, except a few Trifies, ſuch as 
Patience and Flannel. ; 
By Applications he muſt mean externa! 


ones, becauſe ſuch Meaning is moſt agreeable} f 

to the whole Tenor of his Diſſertation, and] 
becauſe in the very Propoſition he inſtances 
in Flannel; and if he means 1o, this is the 
firſt time I eyer heard Fatience was an ont- 
Ward 
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ward Application; that it is no Trifle is well 
known to every Man that has either had the 
Gout, or read his Diſſertation upon it. 1 
Hitherto our 8 has only skirmiſhed at a 
Diſtance, He now comes cloſer to the = 
ſtion, in Defence of his Doctrine concerning 
external Applications, which Defence conſiſts Wl 
of two Parts; the firſt of Parallel Caſes, the 
other of Caſes in Point. Let us examine the i 
firſt. The Exactneſs of his Parallels depends 
on his right Conception of what he calls the 
Poiſon of the Gont : He ſuppoſes it exactly 
to correſpond with that of the Venereal Di- 
ſeaſe, the King's Evil and Leproſy, and there- 
fore gives Cates in thoſe Diſtempers as Ta- 
rallel. But if we ſhew him there is a Diffe- 
rence between the Subject Matter of thoſe 
and of the Gout, we overturn the firſt Part of 
his Defence: And this we ſhall do by the 
Teſtimony of a, Writer, able and faithful 
above all Exception; Dr Sydenham himſelf, ll 
and who in this Diſtemper contributed moſt | 
to raiſe the general Cry, which our & has the 
Aſſurance to repreſent as ridiculous and kna- 
viſh. 
This great and good Man, whoſe unhappy 
Conſtitution contributed, with his extraordinary 
Sagacity and Experience, to make him too 
good an Evidence in this Cauſe, begins his 
Directions about treating this Diſtemper with 
an Aſſertion that deſtroys all our S's Parallel 


Caſes at once. His Words are theſe. Jam 
D vero 


vers Curutionem quod ſpectat; (nt primo aut 
ſum bmitendu ſubimuam) licet ſi Humores 
reſpiciamus, atque hidigeſtionem unde Iſti tra- 
baz briginem, prima frunte videri puſſit Indi- 
W cationes curativas, inprimis ad Humors jam 

\ Ffattvs evacuandos, dein ad Cottiones roboran- 
uus (unde aliorum Hlumorum ſuccreſcentiam 
WW dceſtio poſſit præcaveri) collmare debere, 
W 9uaidogitizers be ſunt Indicationes magis ge- 


nerales, quibus in pleriſque aliis Morbis Hu- 
moral ibus ſatisfaciendum eſt: In POD A GRA 
nihilominus Nature quaſi prerogativa eſt Ma- 
teriam peccanteni SUO M ODO exterminare, 
= &inARTICULOS deponere per inſenſibi- 
= lem tranſpirationem difflandam. Edit. Lned. 
Bat. $9, 1726. p. 445, 446. Now accords 
ming to this Great Writer, whom our & would 
W willingly have of his Party, there is this pe- 
culiar Property in the Gout, that its Subject 
Matter will not bear to be evacuated by the 
W fanie Means wiiich other Humoral Diſtem- 
pers, ſach as the Tox, King's Evil, and Le- 
| proſy require; or, in our S's Phraſe, the Goat 
and theſe laſt mentioned Diſtempers are not 
Parallel: And conſequently not to be 
treated in a parallel Method. The ſame 
eminent Author, after having ſhewn the 
Dangers arifing from Bleeding and Purging 
in a Regular Gout, goes on thus. Eteuim 
cum Natura a Methodo ſibi familiar extur- 
bata fuerit, qua, utpote ſecuriſſimà optima- 
que nateriam morbiſicam in Articulos able gat, 
un 
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anomalorum ſymptomatum agmine miſer 
quaſi enecantur. Edit. predict. p. 447. Thi 


[ 23: ] = 
dum Humores intro — as Inieſtiua ſollieiten- il 
Zur, loco dotoris in juncturis, quem vel nyllun 
habent vel certe perexiguum, ventriculi æ. 
gritudine, alvi torminibus, lipothymia & long 


the ſagacious, the experienced, the fai thfu; 
Dr Sydenham, after 30 Years Experience in | 
very Gouty Age, aſſerts. In this Opinion al, 
the eminent Phyſicians of this Age agree witl 
him: And yet all this well-grounded Autho 

rity is to be deſtroyed at once. By whom Wl 
By Surgeon Douglas. And upon what Goon A 
A 1 Experiments, which, he emphaticallvl 
tells us, he has heeen ſuffered to make. Th 
Modeſty of this Expectation cannot be pa 


valelled. 


But our & has unluckily produced a Teſti 
mony in this very Diſſertation, and from hi 
Friend Dr & too, which alone, if fairly con 
ſidered, will deſtroy all Pretence of treatin 
the Pox and Gout in a parallel Manne: 
For this Oi Dr ſays in a Letter to our & 
that the Gout is a Poiſon ſui gencris; ſo thai 
according to his own Hero, all the Stuff h 
has heaped together in his parallel Caſes Wi 
ought to have no Weight in gouty ones. Ani 
now perhaps he may himſelf ſee the Fo/hM 
tho' he will not own the Arrogance of hi 
inſulting Queſtion, © May we not arcam 


« fancy, or ſuppoſe the Gouty Poiſon is mucl 
4 


more untractable than it really is whet 
3 pro 
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N properly attacked? Suppoſe, Jay s he, © the. 
j Phy ficians or Legates & /atere had infuſed. 
0 a Notion into People's Heads, that the 
Venereal Diſeaſe was incurable, that it 
muſt be let alone like the Gout to devour | 
| j us at Pleaſure.” Why, ſuppoſe they could 
ave no Cure but from our &, I ſhould think | 
ne Advice not to be deſpiſed , and J will tell bt 
cou my Reaſon: He is now for treating the 6 
out like the Fox; who knows but then he | 
vould be for treating the Pox like the Gout ? 
For he ſeems to have becn in the Theory of 

Sir John Faljtaff, who ſays, 4 Pox on this 
F 17 Tout, or a Gout on this Po; it is either one -. 
2 the other. I now diſiniſ his parallel Caſes, | 
und haſten to thoſe in Point. But I cannot AC 
| enter upon this Part, without deſiring the ie 
Reader to ſtop a- while, and conſider the 
natchleſs Effronteris of this Scribl er, who is 
| udacious enough to offer 2 dozen Caſes, as | 
| | ſufficient Grounds for Men to act upon, 
WF igainſt the Advice of all the eminent Phyſi- 
ians of his own time, and many of former 
W nes, and particularly againſt the expreſs, the 
| epeated Advice of that very Phyſician, whoſe 
Judgment i in his own Diſſertation he has more 
han once appealed to. 
Method of Cure is a Point, which, on his 
W pwn Principles, is to be determined by Ex- 
oerience. The next Queſtion then is, by 
Who Experience? That of eminent Phy fi- 
ans, or obſcure Surgeons? That of autho- 
I [ rized, 
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ed, diligent Obſervers? or that of unau- 
Jorized, caſual Experimenters? That of un- 
ceptionable, or that of diſputable Evidence? 
ſhort, that of Dr Sydenham, or Surgeon 
Douglas. 
Cas I. Let us now examine our S's Caſes 
point. His firſt Caſe is indeed in point. 
W'is exactly —_— Horſe, who was 

ought to live without Meat ; but then he 
ed. And what other can be expected, when 
Lachs take Advantage of the Violence of 
an to draw deluded Wretches into Deſperate 
xperiments? The Gout, which has a diſtin- 
Wiſhing Propenſity to recoil upon the Vis 
Va, upon any the leaſt Diſturbance or Force 
preſſed upon the Part, which Nature has 
oſe for exterminating it, is by ſuch Quack» 
ies as our &'s prevented from making a 
fect Fit; (methodo, according to Dr Syden= 
m, ſecuriſſima optimaque :) The Conſequence 
which, in ſome Bodies, is ſudden Death; 
others, of a ſtronger Frame, a Reprieye for 
me Months, and then the Patient, like This 
our S, is faid to die of ſome other Diſor- 


. 

But was ever any thing like the Reflection 
r JzTparam]ns makes upon this Cataſtrophe? 
Is it not, ſays he, a great Comfort, even in 
theſe deplorable Caſes, to have ſome Relief 
from Pain in the greateſt Agonies?” Yes, 
uly, his Balſam is a ſure Relief from Pain : 


ut where is the Comfort to the poor Family 
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Phy ſicians or Legates à /atere by infuſed 
* a Notion into People's Heads, that the 


Venereal Diſeaſe was incurable, that it 
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| 
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us at Pleaſure.” Why, ſuppoſe they could 
gave no Cure but from our &, I ſhould think 
hne Advice not to be deipiſed, and J will tell 
| 2 my Reaſon: He is now for treating the 
Joub like the Pox; who knows but then he 
vould be for treating the Pox like the Gout ® 


3. 7 — — 
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5 For he ſeems to have been in the Theory of 


ir John Faljtaff, who ſays, 4 Fox on this 
"Tour, or a Gout on this Pom; it is either one 
= the other. I now diſhvf: his parallel Caſes, 
ud haſten to thoſe in point. But I cannot 
enter upon this Part, without deliring the 
Reader to ſtop a while, and conſider the 
natchleſs Efronteric of this Scribler, who is 
udacious enough to offer 4 de Caſes, as 
ufficient Grounds for Men to act upon, 
- the Advice of ell the eminent Phyſi- 


21ans of his own time, and many of ee 


1 Method of Cure is a Point, which, on his 
on Principles, is to be determined by Ex- 
ew The next Queſtion then 1s, by 
|yhote Experience? That of eminent Phy ſi- 
L;ians, or obſcure Surgeons? That of — 
T1ZC 


properly attacked?” Suppoſe, ſays he, © the 


'© muſt be let alone like the Gout to deyour 
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ed, diligent Obſervers? or that of unau- 
Worized,icaſual Experimenters? That of un- 
ceptionable, or that of diſputable Evidence? 
ſhort, that of Dr Sydenham, or Surgeon 
j ; oughas . 

3 Casz I. Let us now examine our S's Caſes 
3d point. His firſt Caſe is indeed in point. 
Tis exactly Harlequin's Horſe, who was 
Hought to live without Meat; but then he 
ed. And what other can be expected, when 
Licls take Advantage of the Violence of 
Nun to draw deluded Wretches into Deſperate 
E:periments? The Gout, which has a diſtin- 
iſhing Propenſity to recoil upon the Vi 
a, upon any the leaſt Diſturbance or Force 
Wprefſed upon the Part, which Nature has 
@oſ for exterminating it, is by ſuch Quack- 
ies as our &'s prevented from making a 
rfect Fit; (methodo, according to Dr den- 
m, ſecuriſſima optimaque :) The Conſequence 
which, in ſome Bodies, is ſudden Death; 
others, of a ſtronger Frame, a Reprieye for 


lame Months, and then the Patient, like This 


our F, is ſaid to die of ſome other Diſor- 
7 * 


ö But was ever any thing like the Reflection 
dr IX TN makes upon this Cataſtrophe? 
Is it not, ſays he, a great Comfort, even in 
© theſe deplorable Caſes, to have ſome Relief 
from Pain in the greateſt Agonies? Yes, 
ly, his Balſam is a ſure Relief from Pain : 
Jut where is the Comfort to the poor F os 
1 "<< that _ 


4 
i 
4 
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that may be irreparably injur'd by ſuch a raſilf 
Experiment? But, leſt he ſhould ſay I anff 
contending for the Cruelty of giving the 
Patient more Pain than his Safety requires, 1 
muſt tell him again, that, notwithſtanding 
what he has ſo unwarrantably and ignoranth* 
ſaid out of his Luſt to abuſe Phyſicians, they 
do not refuſe to caſe Pain in this Diſtempe, 
whenever it is exceſſive. And if he had beer? 
Phyſician enough to have known a ſure Wa 
of moderating Pain, without hazarding th 
Patient's Life, which ſome Phyſicians do 
this Patient of his, inſtead of living a fey 
Months, might have ſurvived the Credit of 
That, which, I fear, ſince his Deceaſe, has {ni 
many after him. 1 
CAsE II. Let us now fee if our & has an 
better Succeſs in his ſecond Caſe. He tells us 
poor gouty Gentleman uſed his BalſamumF] 
Arthriticum from Fune to the latter End ! 
Auguſt, during all which Time, tho' his Swen f 
ling was ne and his Pain abated, yet ht 
grew worſe and worſe in his Health, in ſpity 
of Country Air, till the fatal Day when ou in 
S, to his great Surprize, found him dying. = 
what? but of the Gout thrown in upon hifſV 
T 


4 


Viſcera by the Quackery of his Surgeon ? Hz 
died indeed, but what then? His Surgeon ha 
done his Office ; he had made the Diſeaſeſ bg 
Knee as ſmall, as indolent, and as flexible Mtb 
the other. > 


id. Syd. Edit, Pradif. p. 476. 
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Cass III, IV. His two next Caſes are very 
W ſhort ones, but much to the point. For he 
tells us two labouring Men, who might have 
W got a bruiſed Toe or kibed Heels, for ought 
appears to the contrary even from his own 
Account, after uſing his Balſam, were able in 
I leſs than a Week to put on their Shoes, and 
wall about their Buſineſs. 
e Cask V. His fifth Caſe is that of his Friend 
a Dr $, who informs us, from his own Exoe- 
he rience, that the Balſamum Arthriticum will 
cure a gouty Swelling in the Inſide of che 
Ancle, and diminiſh a Ganglion. How long 
this gouty Swelling was cured, or how much 
e this Ganglion diminiſhed, we are not told. 
To this Evidence I could ſay much more than 
will be convenient at preſent ; but I cannot 
help remarking that the Reverend Dr is a 
un Izrozaan]ys himſelf, and conſequently his 
Evidence is exceptionable; as may appear 
from a very material Paſſage in the Dr's Let 
heiter, put in Capitals: But he muſt be a very 
dite inattentive Reader, who ſhall need this com- 
out mon, but ingenious Expedient, to engage his 
Attention to an] Obſervation of ſo much 
hi Weight : WE, ſays the Dr, SEEK NOT 
H THE PATIENT'S RELIEF, BUT OUR 
ha OWN. An Aphoriſin as true as any in Hip- 
; fi 
alen pocrates / But ſuppoſe now, notwithſtanding 
e Wtheſe Diſqualifications in the Evidence, he 
ſhould be for once admitted. Suppoſe we 
—Pihould allow the D' frequent Experience of 
A5 a this 


* 


"Ty 
this Medicine, and that he has as often been 
greaſed on the Foot by Surgeon D, as he has 
I in the Hand by Dr R—rs: What will the 
c Effects of theſe Operations amount to? In- 
I deed to no more than this, that inſtead of be- 
ing killed at once, as we ſee happened in the 
two firſt Caſes, he is dying inch by inch; in- 
ſtead of being what he was before the Uſe of 
his Oils, the florid, the comely Dr $, he ap- 
pears now as ſtarved and mortified as a Car- 
thuſian; in ſhort, inſtead of looking like a 
living Man, he is (to borrow the Words of his 
ingenious Encomiaſt) a living Buſt. 
But this Or tells us, that © external Appli- 
« cations were the chief Practice of the An- 
« cients.” So far indeed he is right, that be- 
fore the peculiar Quality of this Diſtemper 
was well underſtood, the Ancients did at- 
tempt to relieve the Pain, by no very lafe 
outward Methods. Thus Fippocrates tells 
ns, that Plenty of cold Water will eaſe the 
Pain. And again, in his Book Te& Tab, 
he is generally thought to adviſe the Appli- 


cation of cooling Things to the painful Part +. 
But 


* Aphor. 25. Lib. 5. 

Vid. Lib. , Talov Seck. 30, 31, 32. Fdit. 
Vander. Lind. In the Book and Sections here referred to, 
Hippocrates is generally thought to adviſe coolrg Things in 
:wo of the three Species of the Gout he here treats of; for moſt 
of the Commentators have tranſlated the Word Ju 
Wrioefaforia. But it may very reaſonably be doubted whe- 


ther $7144.74 ought not rather to be rendered Siccæ Frie- 
tions, 


* 


Hut this cannot be reaſonably underſtood, as 
Aippocrates adviſed Coolers at the firſt 
ming on of the Pain, becauſe in the very 
me Book, a little before, where he recom- 
ends a much ſafer outward Application of 
other Kind, in the S.zatica or Hip-Gont, 


e. does it with this Reſtriction, that it ſhould 


ot be attempted till inward Meaicines had 
en found ineffectual to expel the Pain]. 


E But 


dit — — .. 


ies, from J Sicco, which may as well be its Root as 
by Frigefacio ; eſpecially as the Meaning here contended 
&@ correſponds beſt with the Practice of drawing out the Subject- 
Itter of the Pain by burning, which Hippocrates recommends 
che other two Species of the Gout, the I: x Tlod un og, 
Neither is there any Neceſſity to inſiſt on his Fondneſs for Cold 
Applications, on account of the 4phori/m juſt quoted, for all 
gays there is, that cold Water pues Te, Kel 10 Yvai't, Kat 


Wor Nes, alleviates, attenuates, and ſolves the Pain: 
Whereas when he treats of the Cure of the ſeveral Species of this 
Iſtemper (as he does in this Book er Ta9Jov) he ſays not 
fe Word of Cold Water. But it is indiſputably plain, that Hip- 
rates meant to teach no more in this Aphori/m than a pallia- 
e Application, if we conſider, that he tells us at the ſame 
me, the Means by which Cld Water produces the three 
Feral Effects abovementioned, vix. by inducing a moderate 


por upon the Part: For he immediately adds, NAPKH yag 
ETPIH ourns Avxlixn. 
Es fs es & Tr yoewy Aνντνꝭ“ét n u od xas e 
E TOIZI $SAPMAKOIEZI un EZEAATNHTAI, 44voau 
) Gkotoy ay Tomroy TUY 4,41 <uo 1 edu, xareay de 10 
'Mva. Tho' the Word @4guarxey, here uſed by Hippo- 
ter, does not always fignify an ixwward Medicine, yet it 
certainly 


24 


But what i is all this to the Purpoſe? WBI 
does it ſigniſy what the Ancients did, any 
further than they are ſupported by Reaſon and I 
Experience ? But the R R Dr, his Friend l 
tells us, is a Phy/icran of a long Experience, 4 
Ph wician who has made this Dn more par 
ticularly his Study. But was not Dr Saeniang 
all this, and a Eh more? But Dr S—-y iff 
likewiſe « 'a Phyſician, who, tho' he has re 
« commended = Medicines to the yr 7 
“ lick, is pleaſed, inſtead of being angry (a 
« mode des Med—— © Ch— de Londres) wit: 
« another Perſon for diſcovering a moe 475 4 
« tual Method.” This laſt Stroke, I ſuſped 
may be going tao far. My Reaſon is this 
that the 0 R Dr has Ar his own O = 
as the moſt effettual Method of Cure. A F 
what the main Sentence wants in Truth, ih 
French Parentheſis ſupplies ; for there we aj" 
given to underitand, that the London Phy! 1 a 
cians and Surgeons, the authorized Cenfirelf 4 


of Qnacks and 2wackeries, have declar 
: a a N : V1 
NC 
rer 
certainly muſt have that Senſe here : For this great Man co 
never talk of expelling (6Z2AZuvery ejicere) inward Pain 
eutwa vd Medicines, whatever he might talk of appea/i 
removing, Or drawing it out, by any thing outward. Beſid 
had he meant outward Medicines, he would ſurely have m 
tioned them as well as the wwe. But what puts | i 
Matter out of all doubt, is that Hippocrates himſelf has in i 
very Section told us, that theſe paguare were purging + Me 


_ Vid. Lib. Tact Tor, Edit. * Sect. 30. 
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| hemſelves againſt all this Trumpery of Oils 
hand Balſams. HFlinc illæ Lachryinæ: 
Cs VI, VII. His two next Caſes come 


In . 
4 om a Brother Surgeon; but you may be ſure 


nd 
ot from one of the Chirurgorum Vulgus. 
* 
a 


Man 1o afflicted with the Gout, that he 
was not able to get out of Bed, after uſing 
the Balſamum Arthriticum, in four Days 
was able to walk :” But how /ong he was 
ble to walk we are not told. Here his Bro- 
her Surgeon's Evidence is not altogether ſo 
Hatisfactory as our & would have it; for Mr 
ien being a Genius too, tells us, he added 
pium and Camphire. This does not pleaſe 
Pur &, who, conſcious that his own Secret is as 
Herfect already as it ſhould be, both for his own 
zu ſe and his Patient's, takes care to inform us 

What the Balſam is worle for theſe two Ingre- 
ients. Much worſe, I really believe, to the 
„roprietor, and no better to the Patierit ; fo 
hat Mr Glen, grown wiſer by our S's In- 


1 
+ / 
1 


a | : | 
 {vithout Opium and Camphire, with the fame 


Fronderful Effects. In leſs than fix Days it 
removed the Gout out of a Blackſmith's Hands. 
Il do not doubt it: But what became of it? 
It is no Matter. This, we ſee, was the Cure 
not of the Gout, but of a Glackſmith, who 
having his Hands at liberty, was reſtor'd to 
his Forge; but how it fared with his other 
Functions, that required the Uſe of Brains, 
« | E 2 Lungs, 


he firſt of theſe Caſes informs us, © that a 


ſtructions, in his next Caſe uſes the ny 


Lungs, Liver, Sc. he only leaves us to gueſß 
But now Mr Glen, ſenſible of his Folly, inf 
attempting to improve this ſovereign Balſan 
of Fierebras, endeavours to make an Attone. 
ment for his Temerity, and this Balſam, which 
before would not eaſe a gouty Foot, without 
the Addition of Opium and Camphire, is now 
excellent in moſt Diſeaſes of the Glands, and 
will condeſcend, even to the Cure of a &a 
Head. So low will it deſcend, for the Benefit 
of Mankind, from its Sovereignty, in the Ser-“ 
vice of the Hononrable aud _ Honourable 


ts a 


- hes hilt. Af 


* * 


Gouteux; unlike in this to the famous Balſan 
aforeſaid, which was only efficacious among 
_ dubbed Knights. But, fince theſe Surgeons are 
in ſuch haſte to make this an Unrverſal Re 
medy, they can't take it amiſs if I endeayourſ 
to aſſiſt their Invention, and tell them oi 
another Diſeaſe of the Head, from whence 
they are to expect their greateſt Gains: IM 
mean, a wrong Head. Thoſe ancient Quack 
Brethren the Sri, + had juſt ſuch a Balſam 
for the ſame Diſtemper, which They recom I 
mended in the ſame modeſt Manner in the 
following Words, which, when tranſlated, will | P 
ferye tor the Motto of our Surgeon's Sign Poſt at 


Eyousr XPISMA robe 
Ey @ IHIAPHTOPOTMEN aAyuTory Tory. 


* 


* 
— I 
+ Vid. Luciani Tegyoned ay. 1 
* TagnYyogev originally ſignified concione, verbis conſolari, Wo 


from it's Root 4 yogwve concionari, So that here are his ownſſiey! 
Verba & Voces. 
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Cs VIII. The 8th Caſe is a complicated 
one, and delivered in all the Flowers of Rhe- 
JA corick, the moſt conſpicuous of which is that, 
e. for which Butler celebrates his Hudibras, and 
ch calls 74% is pro Crepitu; as our ò under the Gout 
ut urs in upon us the Pox, and then by another 
Figure of Speech calls them both Goxrs; and, 
not content with attacking and deftroying 
% them fingly, he ſets upon them in Conjunction, 
ft under the Name of a Double Gout, and once 
or ore /iays the Slam. © But to return, ſays 
s he, to my Double Gout Man; he had ſeve- 
nA ral Symptoms of the Lues, for which I 
g“ gave him the Needfa/. But in about a Fort- 
are“ night he complained of great Pain and 
„“ Swelling in the Ball of his great Toe, and 
rb Back of his Foot.” What Part our & means 
o by the Back of the Foot I know not; but let 
cel us hear him on: He tells his Patient theſe 
Symptoms were Gouty; his Patient will not 
ce believe him; to convince him therefore, he 
zu aſſures him he knows it by its Head-mark. 
m. This ſhews the Neceſſity of Caution, when 
the we have to deal with fo witty a Writer. His. 
vill [Patient had a Pain in the Sack of his Foot, 
Mt, and he knew the Diſtemper by its Heudg-mark. 
Hence it appears the Printer has done him 
Wrong, and he wrote the Hach of his Head : 
his, I ſuppoſe, being one of thoſe Patients 
had juſt before recommended to him. But 
lari Foot or Head, the Balſamum Arthriticum 
owrured them, without any bad Accident. Yet 
for 


— 
£2 
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for all this, two perplexing Circumſtanees 
encumber this clear Caſe. The firſt is, the 
certainty of a real Pox, of which a confeſſed i 
Fact is a much better Proof, than his Zudg- | 
ment is of a real Gout. The ſecond Circum- 
ſtance is, that admitting a flight Complication | 
of gouty Matter to have been joined with the 
pocky, yet as the latter greatly predominated, 
it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the former | 
might be eyacuated, or altered, by the pocky 
Medicines, and conſequently the Miſchief to 
be apprehended from the Balſam, in tuch 
particular Circumſtances, prevented? This, 
which yet I am far from thinking was the! 
Fact, is, in my Opinion, a more rational Way 
of accounting for our S's Succeſs in this one 
Caſe out of eight, than his own poor Autho- 
rity for the Power of a Medicine, which 'tis | 
probable had been tried and condemned ſome 
Ages before he was born. | 
CAsk IX. The Ninth Caſe is juſt like all] 
the former. A Tradeſman ſent for him, whom 
he found with ſuch an Inflammation on the 
Ball of his great Toe, and Back of his Foot] 
again, that it was next Door to a Mortification. 
But who ever heard of a Mortification in the 
fourth Fit of the Gout © The Truth of the 
Cale is this; ſome Inflammations, proceeding 
from a mere ill Habit, and before any Spect- 
fich Diſtemper is actually formed, do arite to 
ſuch a Degree, as to occaſion this Danger, 


which moſt likely was the Caſe here. 'There- 
fore, 


as * [ 8 -4 x" | 
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fore, tho' this might be the next Door to a 
Mortification, is was many Doors off from the 


Gout. 
Cast X. The Tenth Caſe is of a Member of 


Parliament, who, in all Appearance, tried 
the Balſam but once, and then not till the Fit 
had, according to his own Account, almoſt 
quite ſpent itſelf. * This Gentleman is faid 


not to have got any Harm from it, tho' he 


lived very freely. 7% he lrved very freely! 
Why that is the very Reaſon why he eſcaped 
ſo! For if any Kind of »orbifick Matter be 
driven from the Crrcumference towards the 
' Centre, what Chance has a Man for his Safety, 
| that does not either carry it off when it hap- 


pens to fall there, or fortify the Part To much, 


that it ſhall not yield to its Impreſſions when 
it attempts to fall there? And how much truer 
is this in the Gout than in any other Diſtem- 
per, on account of its great Propenſity to re- 
coil upon the Viſcera whenever it is diſturbed, 
and the great Miſchief it is ſure to do when- 
ever it does recoil upon them? 


CASE XI. In the Eleventh Caſe we have 


| another double Gout : The Patient, after he 
had felt the Pox for ſome time, is ſeized with 


lr. * 
1 


* $7 quis autem Remediorum Externorum, que pro Anodynis 
indubitatis habentur, virtutem probare velit, non fucum fibi fa- 
tiat, eadem ſub Declinatione Paroxyſmi particularis (quo tem- 
pore Dolor jam ſponte ſua ceſſurus eſt) applicando : Quin potius 
fb initio Paroxyſmi iſta uſurpet, & ſtatim edocebitur. Quam 
ficulneum fit illud Auxilium quam vana Spes; cum hc Epithe- 
mata yocere quandoque poſſint, prodeſſe nunquam. Syd. p. 476. 


a Pain 
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2 Pain in his Ancle, which muſt be the Gout, 
becauſe our S, with his Patient's Conſent, called 
it ſo. Very pleaſant truly! He has at length 
proved a Point, he has much laboured, the 
Relation between the Z7ox and Gout. They 
have, it ſeems, this in common, that the Con- 
ſent of two muſt go to the making of either. 
Cask XII. We are at laſt, by great good 
= Fortune, got to his concluding Caſe, in which 
= the Circumſtance of the Cloſe-Stool confirms to 
= us the Truth of the old Eugliſb Proverb. A 
= Gentleman ſends for him to ſhew him his Kee, 
much ſwelled and exceſſive painful: Our & finds 
1 him Fainting, and fo low ſpirited that hs could 
not underſtaud what he ſaid. His Reflection 
on this Occaſion is the fi7/? ſenſible one in his 
Diſſertation. A Grrcumſtance, lays he, which 
would have frighted any reaſonable Man from 
uſing a Medicine he was not ture would have 
70 bad Effect. To which let me add an Ob- 
fſeryation, that is no leſs true, which is, that 
270 reaſonable Man could poſſibly be lure of this, 
from a few Experiments he had been ſuffered 
to male: But let us go on with the Caſe. A 
Phyſician is propoſed by the Gentleman's Wt 
Wife; but our & firſt deſires ſome Hariſhorn, i 
to bring the Gentleman quite to himſelf, being 
thoroughly perſuaded, that as ſoon as that hap- 
pen'd, he could never prefer a Phy/icran to a 
Surgeon. According to our &s Account, he 
was not deceived : To grea/ing therefore he 
gocs, and drives the Pain out of the Knee, and 
. then) 


(Ar) 


When, luckily for his Patient, it goes downward 
Wnto his Ancle. This alarm'd the good Wo- 
Wnan, he tells us; from whence it appears how 
nuch better Senſe ſhe had than our &, or at 
eaſt Concern for her Husband ; for ſhe made 
This reaſonable Inference from the Fact, viz, If 
St flies downward now, it may, when it is again 
Wiſturb'd, fly upward. To hinder therefore 
pur & from making an Experiment, ſo much 
Wt the Expence of her Husband's Safety, ſhe 
Sends for a Phyſician ; when our Is prAem;n5, 
Brhoſe Medicine will not agree with any regu- 
Jar Practice, marches off, and leaves his Pa- 
tient to three ſuch Trifles as a Thyſician, Fa- 
Vece, and Flannel. But, tho' he is forced to 


s Nnake a precipitate Retreat, and cannot ſing 
b Whis lo! 10“ as in the foregoing Caſe, yet he 
„ Iells us what the ancient Poet Lucian ſings: 
4 Put if he knows no more of his Patient's Caſe 


than of this ancient Poets, we have not much 


t Reaſon to depend on his Judgment, For as 
r, Frery Swelling will not make a Gout, fo it is not 
d very Copy of Verſes that will make a Poet. 
A he Truth is, he knew no more of Lucian than 
's Phat he found in Sydenham, and he might be | 
u, Poet, or whatever elſe Sydenham pleated to | 
ig {make him, for ought our & had to ſay to the | 
o- Fontrary. But if ever he attempt to read Dr | 


haenham's Treatiſe again, let him reflect upon 
heſe important Lines, with which the Dr 
ntroduces that Pleaſantry of Lucian, which, ö 
the bye, has more Truth in it than in his 
ny F whole | 


1 


whole Diſertatiou. Dr Sydenham's Words ate 
theſe : 240d ſi nihil Proficientibus his que at 
tuli, ommbus adbuc minus ſagax videar, (| 
minus copioſus in Medicamentis eruendis enuf 
merandiſq; Univerſa illa propouam que Lu- 

cianus in Tragopodagra jam plenius collegit ; 
e quibus tam externa quam interna, qui volet 


1  elnat: qua forſan haud minus efficacia ſentict JM 
. quam ſunt eorum plurima que a nonnullis de- 
= prædicantur. | 
= Theſe twelve Experiments which our & ha 
1 been /uffered to make, but will be hardly eve 
= ſuffered to repeat, he thinks a ſufficient Ground! 
j for eſtabliſhing a Practice, againſt which al 
the eminent Phyſicians of latter Ages hayeſM! 

j unanimouſly declared. It is worth our whikW 
to recapitulate the Force of this Evidence. I! 

The Two firſt Caſes make directly againſt . 

him, the Two next not to the Point, the 

Fifth is doubtful, the Event of the Sixth and 

Seventh not certain, the Eighth Pocky, th 

| Ninth not Gouty, the Tenth almoſt cured be | 
# fore he began his Unction, the Eleventh! 
= Pocky, and the Twelfth taken out of hih* 
= Hands before his Balſam had driven the Gout! 


— 


into the Stomach. 

And now can this pert Quack really think 
ſuch Caſes contain any Argument to perſuade 
a Man to treat the whole Body of Phyſicians 
as Kuaves or Foals? Nay, if all his Caſes had g 
been as full to his Purpoſe as they are defective 
could he be weak enough to expect ſuch r 

. Effe 
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Effect from them? Should not the able, the 
honeſt Dr Sydenham's Authority, (which was 
Df Weight with him at the Beginning of his 
Piſſertation) incline him to diſtruſt a hundred 
leſs doubtful Experiments than theſe ? Let 
im but conſider what this diſintereſted Writer 
Ways of Topical Remedies in this Diſtemper, 
before his Intereſt and Reſentment have con- 
ſpired to make him irrecoverable to Shame 
and Reaſon, and inſtead of ſuch illiterate Abuſe 
of his Betters, he will turn all his Anger 
Wagainft himſelf, for endeavouring to deceive 
the World in ſo important a Point. But from 
Experiments he proceeds to Authority, And 
Where it muſt be owned, he acts with ſomething 
nile more Ingenuity than the common Reatoners 
from Authority are wont to do, who try firſt 
Jof all to dazzle you with the Splendor of it; 
but He truſts to do his Buſineſs with an or- 
dinary ſhabby Fellow. But let us not truſt too 
much to Appearances; for how if this ordinary 
ela, under ſo ſhabby a Diſguiſe, ſhould 
prove our illuſtrious Author himſelf. There 
are many Marks of [dentity, ſuch as his deal- 
ing in oda _— —_— in applying 
[himſelf to rich fat-headed People, his aſpir- 
ing to a Caach and Six, and his abuſing the 
Faculty. But to conclude, ſays he ſoon af- 
a © ter, I muſt give it as my Opinion (from the 
had“ little Experience I have had in the Cure of 
ive © this hitherto unconquerable Diſtemper).“ Is 
a little Experience then ſufficient to determine 
Fed "I" a Method 


— — p — + * 4-2 —_ 


_ om | 


a Method of conquering a Diſtemper that ha; 
hitherto been unconquerable © And can a'Man 
pretend upon a littie Experience to contradia | 
much Experience, without a great deal of AL 
ſurance ? The following Obſervation is a little 
better laid together, © the Foolery of truſting 
« to Flannel, or other ſuch Trifles, is not 10 
« eaſily perceived in middle- aged People.” 
This is to perſuade the old Folks that they 
are the greateſt Fools; and indeed his Buſineſ 
(which J muſt confeſs he underſtands) is firſt 
with Them; tor their Joints growing hard and 
Riff with old Age, as well as the Diſtemper, 
the repelling Quality of his Ba/ſam will not 
operate quite ſo quick upon them, as it did 
upon moſt of his twelve Caſes; and conſe- 
quently the Miſchief of it will not be 1, ſoon 
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= perceived. After this Piece of Craft comes an 
k Inference, in which our & very inconſ1i'ently 


| diſcovers a little Modeſty. He ventures te 
= infer from what he has proved, that a recent 
Gout may be relieved, the Fit ſborteud, and 


4 perhaps he Returns quite prevented; but ett 
= this he will not be poſitive. Why, think you! 
= Only becauſe he has had no Experience of i: 
= This might be a good Reaſon for any Bode 
= elſe to give, but by no means becomes or ee 


whoſe Experience, in twelve Caſes, has hecnfo 
already ſhewn to be worſe than no Expericneꝗth 
at all. All that remains is a Quotation from) 
the R N Rector, except a Poiticript as truiyf 
Ruackiſh as Any. Clap Advertiſement 1 wy P 
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aw; in which our & tells us, he could give 
arious Inſtances of the Balſam's Succeſs in 
theumatiſms, if it was not for increaſing the 
Pull of his Tract; which it muſt be owned 
is the very beſt Reaſon in the World for not 


, 0! 18 it. 


in b 
- > I could now produce a Lift of the Caſes I 
Wave ſeen in my own Practice, where his Friend 


t—ly's Oil has been uſed, for which neither 
he nor his Friend would thank me: But to 
ay the Truth once for all upon this Subject, 
the ill Effects of this Oil, and ſuch like Medi. 
ines, occur ſo frequently to all Practiſers, that 
It would be needleſs. But before J quit this 
Subject, I cannot help adding one Obſeryation, 
Svhich I think every gouty Perſon ought to be 
ade ſenſible of, and which is ſo reaſonable in 
itſelf, that I do not deſire any one to admit it 
n my Authority. The Obſervation is this: 
he ill Effects of external Medicines in the 
Tout cannot always be immediate; for ſuppo- 
ling the Gouty Matter not to be puſh'd from 
he Limbs with ſuch Violence as to be forced 

on the Viſcera, by the 2 Action of the Me- 
dine (which in People of ſtrong Viſcera, that 
eſiſt the firſt Impulſe of any morbifick Mat- 
ter, muſt ſometimes happen) in this Caſe the 
xecnffouty Matter will hover between the Limbs and 
fine Viſcera, till it be ſo accumulated as to 
-nmſovercome the Reſiſtance of the weakeſt Part; 
-uifut the Limbs, its natural Reſort, being by 
>yeprequent Unctions become ſtronger, and more 
aw] 858 N | able 
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the Limbs) for want of the natural Diſpoſitioh 


J have within theſe ſeven Years ſeen many I 
ſtances of; the Miſchief of which, becauſe 
does not immediately follow its Cauſe, is df 


not enough credited by the Sufferers of th 


of this ont-of-2he-way Production. It hath I 


* 
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able to reſiſt the Impreſſions of the gouſh 
Matter than the Viſcera, it will, (the next tim 
Nature is diſpoſed to produce a regular Fit on 


of them to receive it, fall on the weaker Parts, 
(which are now the Viſcera) and thereby pre 
duce an anomalous one; a Cafe much mor 
common than it uſed to be, ſince the New 
Papers have abounded with miſchievous Ad 
vertiſements of Oils and Balſams. This Calf 


nied by the Advocates, and, what is worſe 


Unition. 
One Thing more I have to ſay in Honou 


Sydenham for its Head, and Dr St -- Jy for iff 
Tail ; which will put the Reader in mind of 
much more ancient Phyſician than either 
them, I mean the Centaur Chiron; whoſe ff 
Per End was human, but his lower of a ver 

Let me now apply myſelf to the Readi 4 
with more Seriouſneſs than I either could, 4 
ought to have done to our &, in many Pladf, 
of my Animadver/ions. Let me remind hig 
that there is a Principle in the Nature of Mao 
which diſpoſes us at certain times to belief, 
any Improbability that will ſooth our Miſery, 
as well as what will flatter our Pride; and tlg 
hs 0 


- inferior Speczes. 


#7) 
is Principle is ſtrongeſt in us when Reaſon is 
eakeſt, which is commonly fo, when it is 
oſt diſturbed by Pain. Let me alſo aſſure 
he Reader that there have been at all times, 
Ind in all civilized Countries, a Set of Men 
hoſe Intereſt it was to lay hold of this I- 
nity of the Mind, and to improve it to their 
ain; and who, by neglecting no Opportunity 
xr this bad Purpoſe, have too often impoſed 
In the Infirm, who, for the Reaſons before 
ven, are generally determined by their Paſ- 
Fons rather than their Reaſon. 
Would my Reader judge what have generally 
orien the Abilities and Qualifications of theſe 
 fiifuacks of all Ages? I can aſſure him they have 
cen all of our S's Stamp; tho few more igno- 
nog:nt, and ſcarce any 10 abuſive. Is it poſſible 
h Nen that ſuch illiterate Pretenders ſhould be 
or Cften'd to by any ſenſible Man, out of 4 Fit 
1 olÞ;he Gout, that has ever reflected on the op- 
er Gofite Conduct and Character of thoſe great 
ſe ¶laſters of Phyſick, who have not only bleſ- 
Vid the Ages they lived in, but will continue 
y their Writings to deſerve the Reverence of 
cale lateſt Poſterity ? Our & has been willing 
d, 4 repreſent one of the Greateſt of theſe Great 
Plac en as inclined to fayour his Practice ; but T 
d hipake no doubt, I have convinced the Reader 
Ma ow little Reaſon there is to ſuſpect our & of 
elieaving found out the Specifick, which Dr H- 
liſer nam believes would ſome time or other be 
d ' ſcoyered. What this excellent Man thought 
of 


— 2 2 B EE Ee 
_ 2 v « o —— - — — — — 
- — — > \ = 1 2 
* 22 KT - 
i 8 
- 9 = 
. — 
= 
— 4 


— a 
* Py 


- — 
_— 
=== 


3 - = \ 5 
= | © 2 W.. 7 4 2 — > - — > 
_ IJ — - — — — * * — — — 
2 4 271 — —p — 0 - 
— — wa ” — . — 
=—_— ——_ - * _— — 4 - — = — 
— — —— — — — — — my . 
. >” — pon _— — — — = — 
* 1 » 4 "RX W 
*. ” F 
. * © 
- 


-— - „ - * — — — — a 
— _—_—— — — * - — — W : - % 1 — < 
: — —_ — — * ) : 
=== _ * 22 — - . 
* — — — — — - — - nd . 
* — "ww "* — — 
. 
— 


<td> — 
— 
. * 


7 


29 — . 3 a — —_—— 


cable to our Surgeon, and his Balſam, that | 
either He adorned this Age, or our Surge 
- objiciat multa «/Je Remedia Specifica ad 0 
dagram; Ego me ea neſcire lubens fateor, 


tem nobiliſſimam) hujus modi Nugis, que fiy 


Ep 
of all theſe Pretenders to Specificks in this ver, 
Diſtemper of his own Time, is ſo very appli 


ſhall diſmiſs them with thoſe very Wordg 
which would moſt certainly have been be 
ſtowed upon them by the Dr himſelf, had 


diſgraced the laſt. His remarkable Words ar 
theſe: En Vobis ommia que mihi hattenm: 
comperta ſunt in hujus morbi curatione. Si qui 


dereor ne Promiſſores iſti perinde ſint ignari a 
ſum ego. Et ſane dolendum eft Medicinam (A. 


ab inſcitia ſive a pravitate Scriptorum Creduli 
objiciuntur, 2%; adeo deturpart : cum in on 
fere Morborum genere hujuſmodi aliquid 
Nugivendulis, tanquam Oed yepss, decanteti 
pleno ore. Et quod eſt magis mirandum, qui 
non tantum in morbis typo indutis hujuſmo- 
deliramenta obtineant, ſed & in mintme fo 
matis, qui ab Organorum Leſione aliqua a 
Teipaca externa producuntur, Viris etia 
cætera Cordatis imponant. Vid. Sydenhba 
Opera, Lug. Bat. Edit. 1726, p. 477. 
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